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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 5,359 NA 6,342 605
1940 4,640 NA 4,907 607
1945 5,900 NA 11,263 495
1950 6,081 2,949 13,112 277
1954 8,404 2,893 12,952 289
1959 7,535 2,244 16,038 453
1964 7,869 1,688  8,902 122
1969 6,997 1,310 16,901 62
1974 7,880  867 10,929 11
1978 6,032 1,001 8,530 (D)
1982 6,863 1,059 6,630 64
1987 6,865 1,237 9,787 265
1992 7,599 840 6,746 629
1997 6,612 670 2,259 237

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 351 344 373

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 13,484 11,454 8,025
Grains 2,891 2,463 2,023
Tobacco 6,831 6,287 3,779
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 225 94 90
Other field crops 1,974 2,174 1,890
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 174 245 117
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) 34 (D)
Forest Products Sold (D) 111 ----

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 4,049 4,694 5,220

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products 1,596 1,867 1,991
Cattle and calves 937 940 684
Hogs and pigs 455 1,285 2,197
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 17,533 16,148 13,246

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 149 57 87

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1

/1974 42 146 273 172 33 5 2 673
1978 61 110 226 127 35 7 3 569
1982 23 116 194 124 29 10 1 496
1987 22 75 149 80 33 14 2 373
1992 18 65 135 81 31 14 2 344

1997 18 73 139 80 24 17 ---- 351
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 194 164 154
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 179 180 197

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 2 2 4
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 46 27 13
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 64 46 57
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 95 93 80
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 86 89 98
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 80 87 99
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 52 54 57
NA  Not available. 

 

Rev. 1999

DINWIDDIE
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Dinwiddie County lies mostly in the southeastern part of the
Piedmont Plateau, with the eastern sections of the county in the Coastal
Plain.  Formed from part of Prince George in 1752, the county was named
in honor of Governor Robert Dinwiddie.  Interestingly, Dinwiddie County is
the birthplace of Union General Winfield Scott. 

 In 1997, land in farms in the county totaled 89,260 acres, 28
percent of the county's  322,406 acre area.  According to the 1997 Census
of Agriculture, there were 351 farms in the county, each averaging 254
acres in size and worth an average of $356,169, including land and
buildings. Much as in other parts of the state, Dinwiddie’s land in farms has
declined steadily since 1934, when 232,196 acres were recorded.  Farm
numbers have decreased each census since 1944.

The topography of Dinwiddie is generally level or slightly rolling with
elevations ranging from  50 feet above sea level in the east to around 400
feet in the west.  The frost-free growing season is about 200 days, extending
from around April 10  to October 25.  Annual precipitation averages about 43
inches.

In 1997, 77 percent of farm cash receipts in Dinwiddie County came
from the sale of crops, which is 9 percent more than in 1992.  During this
same five-year period, total farm income increased 9 percent.   Tobacco
ranks as the single most lucrative crop for the county, followed by grains and
meat animals.  Dairying ranks fourth.

As over 75 percent of the county's area is wooded, it is not
surprising that the lumber industry is also an integral part of Dinwiddie’s
economy. The county boasts 244,769 forested acres, and lumber and
pulpwood mills provide considerable income and employment.

Dinwiddie is the county seat.  The total estimated population for the
county in 1990 was 20,960, and gross personal income in that same year
totaled $359.9 million, or an average of $16,124 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,189 232,196 21 41,701 28,514 10,161 2,220 NA 144,309
1940 1,834 212,893 26 42,746 15,513 13,885 NA NA NA
1945 1,848 199,167 33 42,793 13,769 10,999 3,287 NA 123,443
1950 1,789 190,379 53 36,483 13,762 8,267 6,764 NA 118,809
1954 1,646 191,080 84 36,569 8,430 7,264 11,315 NA 121,968
1959 1,259 158,852 123 34,302 5,382 6,602 10,582 NA 97,271
1964 956 137,735 151 30,296 7,888 4,796 6,661 6,829 59,346
1969 795 121,797 220 25,826 7,537 8,419 5,204 17,489 34,917
1974 2/ 673 116,013 564 34,602 4,627 8,819 5,842 10,358 34,234
1978 569 106,978 933 33,947 3,228 8,768 2,417 9,765 43,902
1982 496 94,204 847 35,647 2,505 6,508 2,532 4,662 36,679
1987 373 85,205 968 27,957 6,402 7,122 4,905 2,938 31,011
1992 344 85,954 1,173 26,967 6,425 6,061 4,541 5,424 32,820
1997 351 89,260 1,395 30,455 3,915 9,303 1,700 4,237 36,586
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,583 344,513 52 3,087 NA NA
1950 2/ 383 211,845 54 1,384 NA NA
1954 3/ 12 156,900 50 3,763 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 20 4,190 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 8 2,160 ---- NA
1969 4/ 1 35 ---- ---- 22 4,124
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 13 2,386
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 7 823
1982 2 (D) ---- ---- 3 145
1987 1 (D) ---- ---- 1 (D)
1992 3 (D) ---- ---- ---- ----

1997 2 (D) ---- ---- 2 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 16,151 16.7 269,585 3,434 13.4 46,069 731 NA NA
1940 15,777 20.1 317,810 2,669 13.6 36,406 NA NA 868
1945 15,067 25.1 377,432 3,250 18.8 61,001 NA NA 5,311
1950 12,587 32.8 413,137 2,664 18.1 48,334 1,411 17.9 25,269
1954 11,736 25.6 300,622 2,891 26.5 76,574 1,746 8.4 14,738
1959 2/ 10,273 39.1 401,858 3,101 24.9 77,235 5,589 21.5 119,894
1964 6,999 49.7 347,865 2,123 28.6 60,628 6,930 21.9 152,055
1969 5,995 66.8 400,169 2,095 40.0 83,855 5,700 26.4 150,610
1974 8,466 67.5 571,687 4,595 41.6 190,923 12,421 25.5 316,472
1978 6,481 73.9 479,114 1,462 34.4 50,292 15,902 27.4 435,129
1982 4,917 83.5 410,741 6,500 29.9 194,056 18,524 28.6 529,914
1987 3,541 60.7 214,978 2,658 34.7 92,280 12,666 23.6 298,848
1992 2,596 103.7 269,249 3,530 46.9 165,693 11,422 30.6 349,454
1997 2,059 75.2 154,768 4,156 53.8 223,432 12,761 19.2 244,404

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
1935 3,108 796.8 2,476,557 7,313 NA NA
1940 5,887 829.0 4,880,449 5,538 964.1 5,339,265
1945 4,399 1,145.6 5,039,593 6,035 837.8 5,055,824
1950 3,752 1,086.2 4,075,423 4,881 1,226.1 5,984,470
1954 4,315 1,234.7 5,327,835 3,732 875.6 3,267,656
1959 3,077 1,506.7 4,635,999 3,956 1,385.1 5,479,365
1964 2,704 2,045.8 5,531,850 3,608 1,583.6 5,713,450
1969 2,097 1,763.6 3,698,196 3,095 2,278.5 7,052,083
1974 2,470 1,940.7 4,793,588 3,597 2,391.0 8,600,337
1978 2,294 1,989.9 4,564,919 3,501 2,569.0 8,993,976
1982 1,873 2,122.9 3,976,240 2,714 2,751.4 7,467,411
1987 1,340 2,059.1 2,759,192 2,832 2,698.3 7,641,618
1992 1,627 2,366.1 3,849,724 2,535 2,817.1 7,141,425

1997 1,748 2,555.5 4,467,048 2,772 2,272.1 6,298,152

NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 313 120 1,832 163 2,454 786 6,569 365 35,177 476 54,402
1940 295 139 3,036 96 2,247 762 7,684 263 21,843 279 31,933
1945 574 408 10,022 298 7,948 899 10,343 228 15,112 241 31,050
1950 269 792 24,691 501 15,009 463 6,350 124 22,365 113 19,724
1954 299 1,242 45,629 883 31,654 899 13,402 52 12,831 55 10,864
1959 27 816 28,377 912 33,568 560 9,514 24 4,731 33 9,099
1964 93 336 12,910 918 40,585 579 12,773 25 2,440 22 4,492
1969 60 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 152 NA NA NA NA NA NA 7  646 5 516
1978 171 192 10,061 395 18,917 433 14,891 (D) (D) 8 1,515
1982 161 53 2,760 344 15,160 260 5,735 NA NA 36 (D)
1987 197 101 5,850 391 20,919 371 10,235 NA NA NA NA
1992 308 138 10,300 649 47,058 341 9,262 NA NA 4 340
1997 202 NA NA 238 16,643 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 12,784 400 521 1,432 1,407 716 552
1940 12,441 216 494 5,344 6,092 620 549
1945 8,959 311 400 6,840 6,737 354 351
1950 8,331 417 969 6,280 7,589 776 739
1954 8,591 584 1,262 4,950 4,883 1,613 1,947
1959 5,952 239 458 4,401 6,247 867 1,254
1964 4,316 150 262 2,767 3,387 923 1,209
1969 3,083 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2,760 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 3,001 123 228 1,708 2,503 893 1,417
1982 3,699 500 1,626 2,017 2,930 580 1,067
1987 3,720 531 1,132 1,892 3,650 728 1,331
1992 4,697 661 2,437 2,989 4,904 505 966
1997 5,004 440 1,479 3,252 5,112 617 1,005

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

DINWIDDIE


